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I am sorry that there as been a long delay between newsletters but during the summer I retired 
from work and life seemed especially hectic at that time—no quiet wind down for me, however  
events still took place and much enjoyment was had by all.  The BDS Trec which was our first 
joint venture  was a great success with 18 turnouts enjoying the venue at Eynsham Park. The 
drive was partly off road and partly on quiet country roads. After lunch which I thought was 
never going to end as people were enjoying the social occasion of making new acquaintances and 
renewing old ones, there was a driving skills course and then cones.  A few also did the optional 
BDS Dressage Test but those drivers who also do HDT driving had to do it as part of the Open 
competition. All being well this will be an annual event so keep the early May Bank Holiday 
week-end free.  This was followed by the drive sponsoring the Lackham RDA Driving for the 
Disabled Group, great off road driving by kind permission of Priscilla Maude and her husband. 
They have a wonderful band of helpers and there was a good turnout of members both from 
Wiltshire and surrounding Counties.  
The first show of the season at Highworth had to be postponed due the weather and was rear-
ranged for mid June. Our Shows this Summer were disappointing with the numbers that came 
forward, but many shows have had the same experience. In view of this I cancelled the Festival 
of Carriage Driving that would have been held in August, a great personal disappointment hope-
fully many of you will have seen the letter sent to the editor of Carriage Driving. Foxham Show 
driving classes were also a casualty in 2006 but hopefully these will be re-instated for 2007. In 
view of the problems encountered this year  a small working group will be meeting sometime in 
November , to discuss what we should do in 2007 if you would like to be part of this please con-
tact either Joyce or myself.   
In August at fairly short notice we had a fun day by kind invitation of Karin and Neil Swanson 
just outside Marlborough. There were 8 turnouts including myself and we had a great day, al-
though the weather was a little damp, the day which included a ‘pick and mix’ of dressage, 
cones, obstacles and a drive.  What a shame that we had more non Wiltshire members attending 
than Wiltshire members! It was slightly disappointing as many members had expressed that they 
wanted more non-showing events, and there was quite a lot of preparation for such an event, so 
special thanks to Karin and Neil also Esther Cope who kindly organised the cones and to Peta 
and Christopher Guest who helped with setting up and to David Viveash who helped with the 
dressage ring. A big thank you to you all.  Not to be daunted  by it all Karin and Neil have kindly 
invited us back to hold more events at Park Farm. 
 
To that end I am currently investigating the possibility of holding a training week-end with a 
very good professional tutor for novices and improvers ( that’s probably all of us).  The best  
time is likely to be the Spring to get everybody started with a follow-up in the Autumn.  Poten-
tially the weekend could be made up of group sessions interspersed with one to one tuition  for 
those who would like to purchase these.  I feel sure that we may be able to get a small grant from 
the BDS plus a contribution from our own meagre funds but there will need to be a fee for those 
attending plus extra for any individual tutoring.  Please can I have your thoughts and an idea how 
many would be interested AS SOON AS POSSIBLE! 
 
Please look at the What’s On section for the rest of the year, if there is a drive date that is not 
allocated perhaps you would be able to arrange a venue, or if you have any other suggestions.   
This is the first year that Wiltshire has been together as a whole Area and I am very conscious of 
the fact that many activities are featured at the northern end of the County, although the Fun Day, 
I hope, was the first of many events that will reach all the Area.  To that end is there anyone  who 
would like to become an Assistant Commissioner who lives south of the M4, we are not re-
stricted to numbers and it would be great to have more helping hands as I too would like to drive 
my ponies more often at events but find it difficult to do so.  A member has recently criticised 
me for taking on too much particularly at shows, well either we have no activities at all or volun-
teers need to come forward and provide the help.  The Area has currently 93 members many of 
whom are non driving—perhaps you would like to come and for example be an escort for a drive 
or help steward an event. 
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This  edition of Behind the Swingletree  has been produced by 
Hazel Woodbridge your Area Commissioner. 
There are several ways that you can contact her:- 
· Tel 01793 770862        There is an ansaphone. 
· By Fax 01793 772187 
·  

·  
· By e-mail hazelwoodbridge@hotmail.com 
· By letter  to:- 
· Hafawey House 

Hoggs Lane,  Purton, Swindon 
Wiltshire SN5 4BU 

Cones Clear Round 

OUR WEBSITE      www.wiltshire.britishdrivingsociety.co.uk 
Please add your name for information to be e-mailed direct—we now have our own Website 
master who will be able to keep the information up to date. 

WELCOME TO ALL OUR NEW MEMBERS  

As Area Commissioner there are numerous activities that I am involved in besides the practical organisation of 
events, there is the writing of this newsletter, which despite pleas for contributions is definitely a one man band! I 
provide photograph’s for our web site which record most of our events. I also attend meeting on behalf of members 
and the BDS.  Joyce and I have been for some time attending as Observers, the Wiltshire Access Forum which is the 
body responsible for the Rights of Way etc. for the County.   
At the July meeting a place became available and I now sit as a members of the Group.  I receive prior notifications 
of changes to paths, bridleways and most importantly Byways, this provides an opportunity to make comment during 
the consultation process and afterwards I receive the definitive maps of routes.  I am now acquiring quite a library, 
which I trying to organise for easy access! 
If you have any matters relating to this which concern you please contact me and I will try my best to find out what 
you need to know.  If you want to look up for yourself  the address is below and there are numerous leads from that. 
/www.wiltshire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/public-rights-of-way-map-and-statement.htm 
I have also been in contact with the Ridgeway Managers regarding access with parking etc and I can forward 
this on to anyone who is interested.  I am hoping that in the Spring we may be able organise  some drives on 
the Ridgeway. 
I am enclosing for those of you near the Swindon Area a questionnaire which I would be grateful if you would com-
plete and send off.. I trying to ensure that when new access ways are discussed that they go beyond just ridden horses. 
Please take the time to complete as the more that are sent from carriage drivers the important they will realise our 
need is to be off road but on good tracks. 
I hope that some of you have seen  the information recently published in Carriage Driving regarding driving in the 
Forest of Dean., for those of you who are not familiar with the forest it is a really great  area and the Forest of Dean 
Horse Riders and Carriage Drivers Association have put in a lot of work with the Forestry Commission to get access 
and routes worked out. Road access is good so why not give it a try .  Contact Erica Rye on 01594 510435 or e-mail 
on fodrd@onetel.com. 
Do you have Forestry Commission woods near you?  Please let me know and we will try and open up a dialogue, if 
you already have a contact or drive in woods or byways please let me know the details 
  
SPONSORSHIP 
We are very fortunate that we have the cost of our photocopying sponsored for most of our activities. This can 
be a very expensive item and we are extremely grateful to our two sponsors.  In return if it is possible please 
try and use the services that the companies offer. 
Perry Bishop and Chambers have for many years photocopied all of our Show Schedules, they provide a num-
ber of  services relating to Estate Agency, Lettings and Surveys etc. they have offices in Cirencester, Tet-
bury,Faringdon, and Cheltenham Contact them through their web-site on www.perrybishop.co.uk ( there is a 
direct line off our own web site) or telephone 01285 655355. Surveys will cover a larger geographical Area in-
cluding the surrounding Counties. 
More recently Brinkworth House has kindly taken on the photocopying of this newsletter. They provide a host 
of services for small business including  meeting rooms and other office based services. They can be contacted 
on 01666 511300 or on www.brinkworthhouse.co.uk   Ken  and Barbara Cooper also support carriage driving 
in a very practical way by kindly allowing their fi elds to be used for shows. 
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WHATS ON 
 
Sunday October 8th Drive with some off road  on Byways  either individually with a map or as a group followed by 
ploughman’s lunch. To meet at Woodwards Farm, Dog Trap Lane, Upper Minety by kind invitation of Mr and Mrs 
Sheppard and arranged by John Wadsworth 11 for 11.30 off .For details  and booking in  contact  Joyce 01249 720608 
Sunday October 15th Drive some off road at Totteridge Farm Milton Lilbourne Pewsey Wilts by kind invitation of 
David Wells Time will be 11 for 11.30.  For details  and booking in  contact  Joyce 01249 720608. 
Sunday October 29th Drive from Wharf Farm Cricklade by kind invitation of Mrs Jayne Case, followed by refresh-
ments. For further details call Hazel if you wish to join us please call Jayne on 01793 752703 Time will be 11 for 11.30 
Sunday November 12th Drive with some off road  on Byways,  either individually with a map or as a group followed 
by ploughman’s lunch. To meet at Woodwards Farm, Dog Trap Lane , Upper Minety by kind invitation of Mr and Mrs 
Sheppard and arranged by John Wadsworth 11 for 11.30 off . For details  and booking in  contact  Hazel. 
Sunday November 26th Drive either individually with a map or as a group  from  Greenway Farm Tockenham followed 
by ploughman’s lunch arranged by Danny Watkins by kind invitation of Mr and Mrs Ivory. For details  and booking in  
contact  Hazel 
 Saturday December 9th Christmas Supper at Hafawey House Hoggs Lane Purton £16 per head .Choice of menu lim-
ited space so please contact Hazel early for further information and a menu 01793 770862 
Sunday January 6th 2007  New Year  Drive either individually with a map or as a group  from  Greenway Farm Tock-
enham followed by lunch arranged by Danny Watkins by kind invitation of Mr and Mrs Ivory. For details  and booking 
in  contact  Hazel 
Sunday January 28th  Venue to be arranged    - Any Ideas?  
Sunday February 11th Venue to be arranged   
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To all our Wiltshire mem-
bers who have had a suc-
cessful showing season this 
year. Ann Townsend in 
particular has had a great 
year with Typentre Daf-
fydd Ddu — Star to you 
and me. The photograph on 
page 4 shows Ann and Star 
leading very small drive 
through the lovely grounds 
of   Warneford Place as 
part of Highworth Show, 
followed by Joyce , Splash 
and Zoë.  Joyce White and 
Splash have been their 
usual busy selves and have 
again completed enough 
drives to qualify for their 
Red Rover. Joyce has been 
regularly joined by her 
eleven year old grand-
daughter  Zoë who has 
started competing as a 
young driver and also rides 

Splash in the Ride and Drive classes.  To all the novices who ventured out this year well done and we hope to see more 
of you this coming year. 
Congratulations also to Karen Harvey a regular visitor to our Shows and with whom I organised the joint Trec in April, 
she and Ted  took the Osborne qualifier at Purton for exercise vehicles and I  pleased  to say  she also won at Burleigh to 
take the Exercise Championship. Well done to you both!  Picture shows Karen with Just My Ted  having just been pre-
sented with the Cremin Cup.  ( Phew that was a hot day!) 
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THANKS FOR EVERYTHING 
Many of you may already know that Helen Stratton has now moved from Minety to South Cerney which is Gloucester-
shire.  Helen has helped many people, horses and ponies to learn and enjoy Carriage Driving from her yard at Minety. I 

too enjoyed many 
drives around the 
quiet country 
lanes, often stop-
ping for a half 
picnic or at the 
one of the village 
pubs.  For several 
years Helen also 
served as an As-
s is tant  Area 
Commiss ioner  
for Wiltshire.   
Good luck Helen 
thank you for 
your help and 
support and I 
hope you and 
John will be very 
happy in your 
new home. 
 
 

Highworth Show Drive  leav-
ing Warneford Place  by kind 
permission of Mr McNally 
June 2006 

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP  
 

We now have all the members resident in Wiltshire as part of the Area would anyone like to nominate a 
member ( or yourself ) to be an Assistant Area Commissioner so that the whole Area is fairly represented, 
You will receive an allowance for telephone calls etc.    PLEASE CONTACT HAZEL  FOR FURTHER IN-
FORMATION AND AN INFORMAL CHAT.  


