BEHIND THE SWINGLETREE
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ROAD DRIVING ASSESSMENT

At the National AGM this year John Parker recomneehthat all drivers should en-
deavour to pass their Road Driving Assessment @s as possible as he felt that it was
inevitable that this may effect our ability to imswurselves whilst driving on the road
without holding this all important certificate.thierefore seemed a good idea to get this
on the way as soon as possible in view of thetfaait John volunteered to come down
and do the tests accompanied by his partner SueiSewl. Between the two of them it
IS intended to test up to 40 over the course ofstbekend. The cost of the test is mainly
paid for by the combined grants from the SalisbBuysary Fund and the BDS which
means that the cost to you is only £5!

This is once again a joint project with the Oxfdride Area. Peter Kyle ( Area Commis-
sioner) and | spent sometime trying to find su#&akenues. It had to be able to park a
number of horseboxes or trailers, have a yard &id &vailable and if possible some
cover should the weather not be great, togethdr avdafe road access. This proved to
be quite difficult without paying huge rentals fam equestrian centre however we have
succeeded in finding one in North Wiltshire at lteigear Cricklade and the other at
Goosey, Nr Wantage. Now | can hear a few membetiserSouth of Wiltshire and the
top end of Oxfordshire say why can't it be nearer, mell the answer generally is sim-
ple if you do not come forward with suggestionsy¥enues for events how are we ex-
pected to know what is available. To date, we haseover half the numbers we are
hoping for which is a little disappointing, espdigiaas many of those coming are not in
either of the two organising Counties. With the amtoof commitment taken to organ-
ise this event | am not intending to so again ffier foreseeable future so please do not
miss this opportunity. The cost of the half degirting is £17.50, which | have been
told by several people is very reasonable, so 2&.30 it will cover both the Training
and Test.

The Trainers are Clare Wigmore on Sunday Septeidbr at Glevum Farm, Leigh

and on Sunday October 7th Anders Leijerstram &t Bguestrian at Goosey nr Wan-
tage. Several people already attending have offieretiare their turnout if anyone can-
not bring along their own. If you have a particyi@oblem please call me and | will do

- my best to help. | know some members have driveydars feel that it is unnecessary,

please reconsider if your regular driving takes gation the road, if your were unfortu-
nately involved in an accident it may be very uké&fube able to produce a Certificate
of Competence. It really is very important thatiy#o not miss this opportunity what-
ever your age or ability. Don’t delay contact nosw01793 770862.

BRSNS NN NN
) SOCIAL EVENING
|

Saturday October 13th

% Whilst John is in the area it seemed that it would be an ideal opportunity for
é members to come and meet John more informally. We h  ave arranged a
)" home cooked buffet supper with a really super hot a nd cold menu and an
é inclusive glass of wine all for £15. Johnisaver y good and entertaining

A speaker so why not come along to Uffington Village Hall.
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There are lots of events for you to participatisted in ‘What's On’ page 3

If you have any ideas for the rest of the yearaor lselp at any of the events please
contact me.




Well what a Jubilee year this has turned out teelents have either be held in torrential raineauiiful hot sunshine!
| think we have possibly been luckier than soméat the first two Shows in the Area were beautifakm sunny
days with the preceding days mainly being wet! Asci® the Spring Show at Highworth was a bit slippkut with a
good turnout it was a very pleasant day and firdshigh a lovely drive partly through the beautifukept grounds of
Warneford Place by kind permission of Mr McNallyhis was formerly the home of lan Fleming, of JarBesid
fame). Just a week later came the Jubilee Showlébiate the first 50 years of the BDS with a nenwue at Bowood
House, the Marchioness of Lansdowne invited usrgarmise a carriage driving event at Bowood Hous¢hensame
day as the Dog Show and Country Show which had bemrgurated the previous year. The whole eventtoagise
money for Charity and in particular Macmillan, iacf the final total

was £15,000. It was a wonderful day in a magnifigearkland settin
with the Dog Show on lower ground near the lake hag a mown, fl
area surrounded by great trees and a view of &ee laady Lansdown
very kindly cut our celebration cake and all conitpes took home
very handsome special commemorative rosette asaseéinjoying
slice of cake and a toast to the next 50 years glalks of sparklin
elderflower presse. The good news is that we leen asked to
back next year on Sunday June 8th 2008. Our dook us to Spy
Park the venue for Driving Shows in the past wheeemade the h
way stop, returning via the private roads througiwBod Park, ho
ever on the way back the heavens opened, but éi®mlitl not spoi
the day.

With this new date and venue it seemed only semsible-locate th
Summer show from the end of June to a later dsdeit, was moved t
the week-end previously used for the Festival afri@ge Driving Au
gust 18/19. The Summer Area Show incorporated dstivial and o
the Saturday afternoon there were four affiliateatkhey Classes afjd
on Sunday two rings with both BDS classes and Hagkifasses. S
urday was very wet but we had some great classesla$ faired muc
better weather wise, but sadly with very smalliestr

In the Spring we held another very successful jBDS Trec
with Oxfordshire at Eynsham Hall. Great fun, whiokluded]
off road driving through the Park and in the wooedth the
Bluebells in full boom.

Interspersed with this and starting right at thgileing of the
year we have enjoyed several drives including twloniile
drives over the Marlborough Downs from Ogbourne /St-
drew. One of the circular drives from Minety usthg Byway
enabled us to stop for refreshments with Richai\am Ellis.
We will shortly be making a return visit to Miltdnlbourne
and David Wells, by when, hopefully the man eafiies will
have moved on! The New Year will be heralded inirageext
year with a drive from Greenhill Farm Tockenharrplaasanl

drive around the country lanes to banish the exsesEChrist
mas.

We have also had two very sad occasions this ydartine deaths of Priscilla Maude and Neil Swanboth long
standing members and supporters of all forms efrtyj they will be very much missed. A silver salyvin memory of
Priscilla, was presented to the Champion Youngddrat the Jubilee Show and | hope to arrangdiaditribute to
Neil in next year’s programme.




WHAT'S ON

Sunday September
30th

Training Day in preparation for Road driving Assasst in October. Half day either am or pm wj|
Clare Wigmore venue to be confirmed. £17.50 toudelbeverage. For further details contact Ha
on 01793 770862 or e-mail for an application form
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Sunday October 7th

Training Day in preparationRoead driving Assessment in October. Half day eitlreror pm with
Anders Leijerstam venue to be confirmed. £17.5tttude beverage.. For further details cont
Hazel on 01793 770862 or e-mail for an applicafam.
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For further details contact Hazel on 01793 770862

Saturday/ Sunday | Test days for Road Driving with John Parker andaBuBownsend venue to be confirmed.

October 13/14th

Saturday October | A chance to informally meet BDS Chairman John ParBaffet supper Uffington Village Hal
13" evening Wilts/Oxon border, for further details call Hazebdtbridge on 01793 770862

Sunday October Drive from Totteridge Farm, Milton Lilbourne Nr Peey by kind invitation of Mr and Mrs Davifl
21st Wells, a mixture of on and off road. Time will b& for 11.30. Followed by a ploughman’s lunfgh

Sunday November
11th

Drive from Wharf Farm Cricklade by kind invitatiaxf Roger Cleaver and family — Time will be ]
for 11.30. Drive followed by refreshments. For dlstplease contact Joyce on 01249 720608
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Sunday November
25th

Drive from Woodwards Farm, Dog Trap Lane Upper Mynby kind invitation of Mr and Mrq
Sheppard. Weather permitting part off road on Bysvalime will be 11 for 11.30 .Followed b
Ploughman’s lunch. For details please contact Jopo@1249 720608

Sunday December
2nd

Drive from Greenway Farm Tockenham by kind inviatof Mr and Mrs Ivory. Time will be 11 fo
11.30 .Followed by Ploughman’s lunch For furthetadle contact on Joyce 01249 720608
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Saturday December
15th

Christmas Supper at Hafawey House , Hoggs LanetoiP#16 per head choice of menu, limit
space so please contact Hazel early for furtherindtion and menu on 01793 770862

Tuesday January 19

t

New Years Day Drive from Gregniarm, Tockenham by kind invitation of Mr and Mvsry.
Time will be 11 for 11.30 .Followed by Ploughmatismch. For further details contact Hazel
01793 770862
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Sunday January
20th

Drive venue to be advised For details please codtaee on 01249 720608

Please remember Brinkworth Horse Show that was tvé been held at the end of July has been re-

arranged for Sunday October 7th with the same schied If you are able to help at this event pleasme
tact Hazel.

If there is anything that you feel would be of met&t to members that you may have already seesetzm-
tact me with the details. If you know of a suialknue for a drive | am happy to do all the aragpngAny
venue must have suitable parking for lorries aadetrs.

It is hoped that there will be another table tofe sa the very early Spring, unless there are other
suggestions | will book Hook Village Hall again.



For sale
Pair of Grey Welsh geldings, half brother, lovely temperament, no vices ideal first pair. Done every-
thing—go anywhere, any pace and very controllable. £5500 to include 12 rugs .
Hartland 3 phase vehicle, 12— 15hh pole and shafts very good condition £1500
Victoria Carriage blue with lamps. Horse and pony poles all in immaculate condition £3500
Leyland Daf Lorry K reg. New brakes ‘06, new power steering ‘07 New body and paintwork ‘05. In-
cludes winch and awning, very reliable and smart inside/out £6500

Contact Sheila Ludford

01249 893113
Photo taken from the back of the Hartland vehicle dur-
ing a drive Easter 2007

WILTSHIRE ACCESS FORUM

I NOW SIT AS A FULL MEMBER AND RECEIVE ALL THE INFGRMATION REGARDING PATHS, BRIDLEWAYS
AND BYWAYS . IF YOU KNOW OF A PARTICULAR PROBLEM ORWANT TO KNOW DETAILS OF ANY
PROPOSED ALTERATIONS TO ROUTES THEN PLEASE CONTAWME.

| AM PARTICULARLY INTERESTED ABOUT ROUTES THAT MAYHAVE BEEN BYWAYS LONG AGO BUT HAVE
BEEN DOWNGRADED.

ASSISTANT AREA COMMISSIONER

FOR SUCH A LARGE COUNTY AS WILTSHIRE WE REALLY NEEDAT LEAST TWO MORE ASSISTANTS
PREFERABLY IN THE SOUTH AND WEST OF THE COUNTY. W@D YOU BE WILLING TO PUT YOURSELF
FORWARD OR KNOW SOMEONE WHO WITH A LITTLE PERSUASIDMIGHT TAKE THIS ON? IT IS NOT TOO
ARDUOUS IT IS MAINLY FOR LOCAL KNOWLEDGE. THERE ISA SMALL ALLOWANCE FOR TELEPHONE
CALLS ETC. PLEASE CALL JOYCE WHITE OR MYSELF FOR ANNFORMAL CHAT.

NEW MEMBERS

WE HAVE A FEW NEW MEMBERS TO WHOM | WOULD LIKE TGEXTEND A WARM WELCOME.

This edition ofBehind the Swingletredas been produced - By e-mail hazelwoodbridge @hotmail.com

by Hazel Woodbridge your Area Commissioner. . By letter to:-
There are several ways that you can contact her:- . Hafawey House
Tel 01793 770862 There is an ansaphone. Hoggs Lane, Purton, Swindon

By Fax 01793 772187 Wiltshire SN5 4BU



